It maystrike a blow to the ego of nurses to learn that sociologists continue to classify nursing as "a semi profession, a marginal profession, or more recently, an emerging profession." Though, traditionally, nurses have enjoyed being regarded as professional, the distinction was granted more "as a courtesy than as a right."
The validity of the above statements may well be challenged by nurses, and why nurses' professionalism should even be in question is well described by the author of this distinguished book.
Nurses' lackof professional identity has been cause for dissension and dissatisfaction among the ranks for some time and has motivated the leadership to respond to unprecedented challenges. Dr. Moloney has rallied to the cause by her presentation of a comprehensive and realistic assessment of nursing's past and present as it relates to its state of professionalism and of perspectives relative to its future.
In her discussion of nursing's present status, the author acknowledges the recent progress made toward nursing's goal of professionalization by way of collective bargaining activities and changes in licensure for nurses' expanding roles. But, the author adds that existing deficiencies in certain criteria essential for full professional status must be met. These criteria relate to autonomy, self-regulating education and practice, and possession of a distinct body of knowledge and self-identity. The author elaborates furtheron the key ingredients of professionalism which are power, authority, political activism, and the use of research to address specific health care problems. Additionally, the author delineates the influential part played by society in the professionalization process. "Only when society recognizes nursing's expertise and the monopoly that nurses mustacquire over their services will true professionalism be achieved."
The contents of the book are divided 'into five parts. Part I is an overviewof the development of profession; Part II covers perspectives on the professionalization of nursing; Part III relates to control of professional nursing education. The subject of Part IV is "Control of Professional Nursing Practice," within which the authorviews evolving roles, economic issues, governance and selfregulation, accountability and responsibility. In Part V the authorpresents "Strategies to Advance Professionalization, Present and Future," in which the essential elements -power and motivation -receive considerable discussion. The final chapter is devoted to a futuristic view of nursing in the 1990s and beyond. In this chapter the author discusses the enormous potential for nursing's role in future health care delivery in a health care system that is undergoing rapid and dramatic changes: Opportunities abound! Of invaluable aid to the researcher are the numerous tables of statistical data and the many items highlighted for their historical worth, among which are the results of three national nursing studies conducted during the 1980s and which have had a significant impact on future directions for nurses.
Given all the facts, ideas, and recommendations this book holds, it is hoped that nurses will unite to rectify the deficiencies that exist in the professionalization process so that they may rightly take their place in society, revitalizing health care delivery and making quality health care readilyavailable for the nation's citizens. 
